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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 

Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated February 28, 2003, Applicants provisionally elect 
the alleged species I pertaining to Figures 1-4 a &cLwhich a re encompassed by claims 1-4. 

As acknowledged by the Examiner, claim 1 is a generic claim. Thus, upon allowance of 
that claim, Applicants intend to rejoin to the prosecution other pending claims pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.141. 

In view of the concession of the existence of a generic claim and the nature of the 
species election requirement, it is not necessary to make the election with or without traverse in 
order to preserve Applicants' rights, pursuant to 37 CFR 1.141, to rejoin claims to the 
prosecution. However, this concept is poorly understood within the examining corps. 
Therefore, if a designation has to be made as to whether the election is made with or without 
traverse, the election is made with traverse. The grounds of the traversal are that there is no ■ 
undue burden on the Examiner in examining the claims since a generic claim, as conceded by 
the Examiner, will be examined. 
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Prompt and favorable examination of claims 1-4 and the right to rejoin to the prosecution 
the other pending claims are earnestly solicited. 



Respectfully submitted, 
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700 Thirteenth Street; N.W., Suite 3Jt 
Washington, DC 20005-3960 
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